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This  Annual  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  Circular  748  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  20th  December,  1926,  which  requires  that  it  be  “ an 
Ordinary  Report,  that  is,  a Report  of  a more  simple  character 
than  the  full  Survey  Report  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
was  asked  to  prepare  last  year.” 


GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1926. 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres  ) 696 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  8853 

Population  at  Census  of  1921  (Males  4180,  Females 

4843)  9023 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  2396 

Total  Private  Families  at  Census  1921  2343 

Census  Population  living  more  than  2 persons  per  room  17-8% 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1926)  ...  2458 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  3*6 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  12-7 

Number  of  Births  (Males  79,  Females  70)  ' Total  149 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  6,  Females  2)  Total  8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living 16-8 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  53-7 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away 

from  Heckmondwike  (Males  58,  Females  64)  Total  122 

Nett  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  13-8 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  80 

Illegitimate  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  375 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  1-4 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  1-3 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  0T 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (Excluding 

Phthisis)  2-3 

Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-7 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  38 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  13 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified 1 

Number  of  Inquests 10 

Rateable  Value  £47983 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £ produces  approx.  ...  ...  ...  ...  £185 

Rainfall  in  inches  26T7 

Number  of  Wet  Days  165 

Parliamentary  Voters  5006 

Local  Government  Voters 4176 


Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  £1,432  18s.  Od, 

Primary  Vaccinations  ...  \ Figures  unobtainable  on 

Exemption  Certificates  Granted  f Application. 

Dried  Milk  supplied  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order, 

280  lbs.  to  59  Mothers. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

These  were  described  in  detail  last  year  on  page^  3 of  the 
Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  and  are  simdar  to-day.  lne 
dispute  in  the  coal  trade  had  no  adverse  influence  upon  the 
health  and  physique  of  those  involved  directly  or  indirectly  m 
it  On  the  contrary,  the  fact  that  there  was  less  money  to 
spend  on  articles  of  diet  which  are  unnecessary  or  harmful was, 
in  my  opinion,  a great  factor  in  the  improved  health  of  the 
community.  Careful  observation  was  made  at  the  mfant  Welfare 
Centre  and  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  but  no  child  was  dis- 
covered who  could  in  any  way  be  described  as  suffering  from 
want  of  food.  Doubtless  there  were  many  who  had  to  go  without 
the  particular  delicacies  they  get  in  normal  times,  but  as  these 
are  generally  harmful,  the  advantage  was  upon  the  side  oi  the 

inhabitants. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS, 


BIRTH  and  DEATH  RATES  SINCE  1900 
IN  HECKMONDWIKE  with  comparative  1926 
figures  for  the  rest  of  the  Country  (Registrar 
General), 


Population 

Births 

Registered. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District. 

estimated  to 
Middle  of 
each  Year. 

Nett. 

Under  1 Year  of 
Age 

At  all  Ages. 

Y EAR. 

(Registrar 

General’s 

Figures). 

Number 

Rate. 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Number 

Rate 

Yearly 

Averages 

1900-09 

9,613 

190 

1981 

29 

152 

160 

16*6 

1910-19 

9,064 

169 

18  5 

19 

109 

148 

16-8  I 

1920-25 

9,056 

172 

18  9 

15 

86 

139 

152 

| 

Year 

1926 

8,853 

149 

16  8 

12 

80 

122 

13  8 

1926 — England  and  Wales 

... 

17-8 

70 

11*6 

105  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
Towns  including  London 

18  2 

73 

11*6 

158  Smaller  Towns  .. 

• • • • • 

176 

67 

10  6 

London 

• • • • • • » 

• • Ml 

17T 

64 

11*6 

Births,  Leg.  141  ) 

Illeg.  8 l 
M.  F.  Birth 

79  70  Rate 

Deaths  122.  Death  Rate  13  8. 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year — 
Leg.  9;  Illeg.  3;  Total 


Total  149. 


16-8. 


Number  of  women 

dying  in,  or  in  con-  ( from  Sepsis,  Nil. 

sequence  of  child  ( from  other  causes,  Nil 
birth  ) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  Nil. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  1. 


6 


Causes  of  Death  in  Heckmondwike  during  1926,  and  a 
Comparison  with  Previous  Years  since  1919. 


Enteric  Fever  ... 

Small-pox 
Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 
Heart  Disease  ... 
Arterio-Sclerosis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duo- 
denum 

Diarrhea,  &c.  (under  2 year. 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Acute  and  Chronic  Neph 
Puerperal  Sepsis 


Suicide 

Deaths  from  Violence 
Other  Defined  Diseases 


Totals 


1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 1 

1 

l 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 12 

3 

4 

2 

1 

8 

7 

1 

8 

11 

4 

9 

6 

5 

5 

12 

4 

1 

l 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

11 

15 

14 

10 

8 

15 

16 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

11 

14 

10 

14 

12 

11 

20 

19 

21 

23 

15 

23 

23 

22 

5 

5 

2 

4 

8 

3 

14 

11 

11 

18 

9 

12 

9 

6 

10 

13 

10 

10 

2 

20 

8 

12 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

?)  1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

is  4 

7 

3 

5 

1 

11 

6 

4 

3S 

1 

1 

>n 

A- 

1 

:h  6 

10 

7 

5 

5 

6 

8 

i 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

22 

2 

5 

6 

4 

..  50 

49 

34 

6 

23 

31 

22 

21 

m 

1 

1 

146 

147 

135 

141 

99 

169 

143 

122 

Total 


7 

2 

4 

2 

38 


60 

15 

96 

4 
10 
72 

166 

27 

90 

85 

12 

8 

6 

5 

6 
41 

2 

1 

54 

6 

24 

256 

2 


1102 


There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year 
which  received  or  required  more  comment  than  is  made  in  this 
Report. 
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It  will  be  observed  the  Eegistrar  General  estimates  the 
population  of  Heckmondwike  in  the  middle  of  1926  to  be  8,853, 
which  is  a diminution  of  31  compared  with  1925.  The  birth 
rate  shews  a decline  of  slightly  under  one  per  thousand  upon 
the  previous  year,  the  actual  number  of  births  being  nine  less. 
The  infantile  death  rate  is  80  per  thousand  births  registered  and 
is  an  improvement  upon  previous  years,  although  ten  points 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  birth  rate  of 
Heckmondwike  being  low  and  the  infantile  death  rate  being 
calculated  upon  the  number  of  births,  it  follows  Heckmondwike 
appears  to  be  worse  than  would  be  the  case  were  the  birth 
rate  equal  to  many  other  areas  in  the  country,  but  an  examina- 
tion of  the  Table  will  shew  the  actual  number  of  infant  deaths 
to  be  less  than  the  average  for  previous  years.  The  General 
Death  rate  is  lower  than  the  average  since  1900,  before  which 
date  accurate  figures  are  unobtainable.  It  is  higher  than  that 
of  England  and  Wales,  but  such  is  more  apparent  than  real 
because,  as  previously  explained,  small  populations  give  birth 
and  death  rates  which  are  misleading  when  compared  with  those 
for  very  large  areas. 

An  analysis  of  the  actual  causes  of  death  during  1926  shews 
that  58  males  and  64  females  died.  Increases  were  principally 
caused  by  Tuberculosis,  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory 
Diseases.  Apart  from  one  death  from  Influenza  there  were  no 
deaths  from  the  ordinary  infectious  diseases,  which  is  a great 
improvement  upon  1925,  when  eleven  deaths  were  attributed  to 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Influenza. 

Decreases  are  noted  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuber- 
culosis other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  Cancer,  where  there 
were  16  deaths  during  1925,  against  7 in  1926,  Apoplexy,  Heart 
Disease,  Arterio  Sclerosis,  Bronchitis,  Acute  and  Chronic  Neph- 
ritis, Premature  Birth  and  Malformations,  Deaths  from  Violence 
and  Other  Defined  Diseases.  Generally  speaking,  the  year  1926 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  other  than  satisfactory  from  the 
public  health  standpoint  in  Heckmondwike,  and  it  cannot  be 
said  the  trade  dispute  had  any  detrimental  effect  upon  the  popu- 
lation’s health  generally. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY  OR  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

A.  (1)  Fever.  Provided  by  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  in 
which  Heckmondwike  is  a partner.  The  Hospital  is  situated  at 
Chick enley  and  contains  72  beds  and  30  cots.  At  the  present 
time  a proposal  is  on  foot  for  considerably  increasing  the  accom- 
modation. 
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(2)  Smallpox.  This  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Joint  Board  to 
provide.  It  is  stated  the  present  buildings  are  more  or  less 

cL  reli 

The  Joint  Board  will  not  admit  cases  to  their  hospitals  other 
than  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever  and  S^a_UP°*’ 
hence,  as  often  previously  mentioned,  the  inhabitants  of  Hec  - 
mondwike  do  not  possess  the  facilities  m this  direction  which 
thev  ought  to,  and  which  have  been  recommended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Heckmondwike 

Urban  District  Council. 


(1)  Tuberculosis.  The  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
for  treatment  of  this  disease  and  provides  various  sanatoria. 

(2)  Maternity.  None  apart  from  the  Poor  Law.  Compli- 
cated cases  are  sent  into  the  several  local  hospitals.  There  is  a 
Maternity  Home  in  Heckmondwike,  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions, fees  from  patients  and  Government  Grant  adminis- 
tered by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association.  I he  Heck- 
mondwike Urban  District  Council  is  not  in  any  way  connected 
with  this  establishment,  neither  are  any  of  the  Council’s  Officers. 

During  1926  the  Registrar  of  Births  reported  the  registra- 
tion of  the  births  of  70  infants  born  in  the  Home.  Of  these 
children  the  parents  of  19  resided  in  Heckmondwike,  and  51  did 
not  reside  in  Heckmondwike. 

The  figures  for  the  four  previous  years  were: — 1922 — Heck- 
mondwike  residents  23,  others  50;  1923— Heckmondwike  resi- 
dents 15,  others  56;  1924 — Heckmondwike  residents  18,  others 
54;  and  1925 — Heckmondwike  residents  35,  others  41. 


(3)  Children.  None. 

(4)  Other.  None  supported  from  the  rates.  Heckmond- 
wike patients  are  admitted  to  the  hospitals  of  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Dewsbury  and  Batley.  Apart  from  the  Poor  Law  there  is  no 
institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants 

and  homeless  children  in  the  area. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Batley  and  District  Hospital  (Mr.  A. 
W.  .Western)  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  particulars  with 
respect  to  patients  admitted  from  Heckmondwike: — 


In-  | 

Patients. 

Cost. 

Donations. 

£ 

£ 

Year  1923 

52 

338 

30 

,,  1924 

70 

432 

46 

, , 1925 

76 

462 

115 

, , 1926 

74 

475 

125 

Ambulance  Facilities,  (a)  For  infectious  cases  from  the 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  (b)  For  non-infectious  cases  and  acci- 
dent cases  provided  by  a voluntary  committee. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Day  and 

Arrangements 

Address. 

Sessions. 

Time  of 

for  Medical 

Meeting. 

Supervision. 

For 

George  Street 

Maternity 

M.O.H.  attends 

Sunday  School, 

and  Child 

Thursdays 

Weekly  for 

Heckmondwike 

Heckmondwike. 

Welfare 

2 to  4. 

Consultation. 

TJ.D.  Council  is 

Weekly. 

the  Authority 
for  Maternity 

Public  Health 

Ante  and 

Wednesday 

Woman  Asst. 

and  Child 

Department, 

Post  Natal 

Fortnightly 

M.O.H.  for 

Welfare. 

Greenside, 

Fortnightly 

2 to  4. 

Consultations. 

V 

Heckmondwike 

Day  Nurseries 

None 

r 

Public  Health 
Department, 

Daily  School 

Daily 

County  Council 

Greenside, 

Clinic 

9 a.m. 

through 

Heckmondwike 

4 p.m, 

S.M.O. 

County  Council, 
the  Authority. 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary 

Venereal 

- Outside  the  District 

\ 

Diseases 

Centres. 

j 

The  Ante  Natal  Clinic  established  in  July,  1925,  continued  its 
work  during  1926.  Dr.  Howie  resigned  in  September  on  account  of 
her  approaching  marriage  and  she  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  Mildred 
M.  Thierens,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  who  since  that  date  has  acted  as  part  time 
assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  following  particulars  relate  to  this  Clinic: 

1925.  1926. 

Individual  patients  attending  Clinic 

Patients  found  normal  y,  , *** 

Patients  found  suffering  from  one  or  more  delects... 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Clinic  


42 

7 

35 

120 


73 

19 

54 

141 


Defects  Classified. 

Eespiratory  system,  excluding  Tuberculosis 
Circulatory  system,  excluding  Varicose  veins  ... 
Digestive  system,  excluding  Defective  leeth  and 
Constipation 
Urinary  system  ... 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis  ...  ••• 

Gynaecological  defects,  including  Venereal  Disease... 

Varicose  Veins  ... 

Constipation 
Defective  Teeth 
Miscellaneous 


4 16 

9 9 

4 15 

7 19 

2 3 

6 2 

8 17 

14  21 

15  27 

2 3 


A number  of  written  communications  were  sent  to  doctors 
respecting  their  patients  examined  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


Midwives  are  welcomed  and  urged  to  bring  their  patients,  to 
whom  no  fee  is,  of  course,  charged,  whilst  special  care  is  taken 
to  safeguard  the  midwife’s  position.  It  is  regrettable  that 
patients  from  the  Maternity  Home  are  not,  as  a rule,  advised  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  Council  s Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  1926. 


Number  of  Mothers  on 

Average  Attendance  per 

Mothers  with  Infants. 

Register. 

Mother. 

1837 

136 

13-5 

The  actual  attendances  are  larger  than  the  figures  given, 
which  only  refer  to  mothers  who  have  their  infants  with  them. 
No  record  is  kept  of  others,  such  as  for  purchases,  etc.  Dried 
milk  was  sold  to  the  extent  of  8971bs.  Certified  milk  the  highest 
grade  of  milk,  can  now  be  obtained  in  Heckmondwike.  Where 
mothers  cannot  feed  their  infants  this  is  now  advised.  It  con- 
tains  no  manure,  tubercle  bacilli,  or  added  water,  and  hence  is 
a safe,  clean  milk. 
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2801bs.  of 


dried  milk  were  given  to  59  mothers,  at  a 

cost  to  the  Council  of 

£18  13s.  Od.  approximately. 

Work  of  Health  Visitor  during  1926:  — 

Ante-Natal — First  Visits  ... 

67 

Re-Visits 

44 

• * • • • • XX 

111 

Infants  under  12  months — 

First  Visits  ... 

139 

Re-Visits 

1680 

1819 

Visits  to  Children — 

Between  12  months  and  3 years 

1372 

Between  3 and  5 years 

1253 

2625 

Visits  to  cases  of — 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

14 

Pneumonia  (notified) 

9 

Tuberculosis  ... 

36 

Still  Births 

11 

Measles 

16 

Whooping  Cough 

77 

Chicken-Pox  ... 

103 

Mumps 

66 

332 

Total  Visits 

4887 

Dm  ing  the  year  72  births  were  notified  by  doctors  and  116 
by  midwives.  Two  were  unnotified. 

The  Council’s  Health  Visitor,  Sister  Shorter,  also  acts  as 
School  Nurse,  the  West  Riding  County  Council  paying  the  Heck- 
mondwike  Council  an  annual  sum  for  her  services  as  such.  In 
November,  a building  situated  in  Greenside,  which  was  the 
property  of  the  Council,  was  fitted  up  as  a Public  Health  Depart- 
ment and  opened  by  Mrs.  Houldsworth,  wife  of  Dr.  Houlds- 
worth,  the  Chairman  of  the  Council.  Here  is  centred  the  Ante- 
natal Clinic,  Health  Visitor’s  Office,  and  School  Clinic,  the  latter 
being  an  institution  badly  needed  for  many  years  in  Heckmond- 
wike  and  for  which  the  West  Riding  County  Council  pays  an 
annual  rental  to  the  Heckmondwike  Council.  Sister  Shorter’s 
work  has  been  performed  during  1926  in  the  same  capable 
manner  as  m previous  years  and  her  influence  with  the  mothers 
is  very  considerable,  which  is  as  it  should  be.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  she  promoted  and  carried  through  an  annual  tea  and 
concert  for  the  mothers  whose  names  were  on  the  register  as 
attending  the  Centre  and  the  function  was  very  successful. 
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I would  recommend  to  the  Council  the  desirability  of  con- 
sidering whether  it  is  possible  to  make  such  alterations  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  Public  Health  Department  as  will  permi 
the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  to  be  held  there  weekly.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  point  out  the  desirability  of  all  the  Counci  s 
welfare  work  being  under  one  roof  on  their  own  property.  I ms 
would  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  those  con- 
cerned, not  least  of  all  the  mothers  and  infants. 

Certain  ladies,  members  of  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing 
Association,  assist  in  the  running  of  the  Infant.  Welfare  Centre 
by  providing  tea,  selling  garments  at  cost  price,  dried  milk, 
cod  liver  oil  emulsion,  etc.  They  help  generally  in  the  non- 
professional work  of  the  Centre  and  render  valuable  service.  It 
is  invidious  to  mention  individuals  perhaps,  but  the  mothers 
know  to  whom  they  are  indebted. 

A “ Boots  for  the  Bairns  Bund,”  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions  and  run  each  year  by  the  members  of  the  Council, 
has  distributed  articles  of  children  s attire  during  1926. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

MEDICAL  OBFICEB  OE  HEALTH.  ^ 0 

*G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  L.B.C.P.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.R.E.P.  & S.,  Barrister- at-Law. 

WOMAN  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (part  time). 

*M.  M.  Thierens,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

*Ethel  M.  Shorter,  3 years’  General  Training  Certificate; 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

VETERINARY  INSPECTOR  OF  DAIRY  CATTLE  (part  time) . 
G.  Whitehead,  M.R.C.V.S.  (Lond.  and  Edin.). 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

A.  K.  Greenwood. 

*50%  salary  contribution  is  received  from  Exchequer  Grants 
in  respect  of  officers  marked  *. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Batley.  The 
Health  Visitor  is  directly  employed  by  the  Council  as  such,  but 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  pays  the  Heckmondwike  Council 
an  annual  sum  for  her  part  time  services  as  School  Nurse  under 
the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Meat, 
Market,  and  Housing  Inspector, 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  (a)  General.  This  is 
provided  by  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association,  a voluntary 
body,  which  employs  one  district  nurse.  There  is  also  an 
independent  nurse,  who  has  practised  on  her  own  account  for 
some  years. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Disease,  e.g.,  Measles,  etc.  There  is 
none  as  previously  explained.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
Council. 

Midwives.  The  local  Authority  does  not  employ  or  subsidise 
any  midwife.  One  practises  on  her  own  account  and  one  other 
is  employed  by  and  resident  in  the  Maternity  Home.  She  does 
district  midwifery. 

Chemical  Work.  Should  any  be  required  it  is  done  by  a 
private  analyst  or  in  the  laboratory  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  at  Wakefield. 


Adoptive  Acts  and  By-laws. — The  following  are  in  force  in 
Heckmondwike : — 


Parts  or  Sections 

in  force. 

Date  of  adoption. 

Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1890 
Infectious  Disease  Pre- 

Whole  Act 

1902 

vention  Act,  1890 
Notification  of  Births 

Whole  Act 

1908 

Act,  1907 

Public  Health  Acts 

Whole  Act 

1909 

Amendment  Act,  1907 

Sec.  51 

1922 

Heckmondwike  Improvement  Act,  1905. 

By-law. 

Date. 

Offensive  Trades 

• • • 

. . . 1889 

Prevention  of  Nuisances 

. . . 1889 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

...  1889 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

, f , 

• • • 

. . . 1889 

Slaughter-houses 

• • • 

• • • 

...  1889 

Regulations  under  Dairies, 

Cowsheds 

and 

Milkshops  Order  ... 

. . 

...  1912 

Hackney  Carriages 

... 

...  1889 

Baths  and  Wash-houses 

...  1902 

Markets  and  Fairs 

...  1869 

Pleasure  Grounds 

• • • 

...  1923 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

• • • 

• • • 

...  1926 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water.  Particulars  are  given  on  page  11  of  the  Medical 
Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1925.  The  conditions  are  similar. 
Mr.  Littlewood,  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  informs  me:  — 

“ The  Gin.  water  main  in  Hollinbank  Lane,  Leeds  Road,  to 
Stubley  Farm  Housing  Estate,  is  completed  and  all  high  levels 
in  this  part  of  the  town  are  now  satisfactorily  supplied. 

“ The  supply  to  the  Kilpin  Hill  District  is  augmented  by  a 
temporary  supply  from  the  Batley  Corporation,  but  application 
is  to  be  made  to  the  Ministry  early  in  the  New  Year  for  borrow- 
ing powers  to  lay  a new  4in.  main  from  the  Council  s m. 
trunk  main  in  Halifax  Road  to  supply  this  district.  From  an 
engineering  point  of  view,  there  will  always  be  a difficulty  m 
keeping  the  high  levels  of  this  part  of  _ the  town  constantly 
supplied,  because  the  elevation  is  only  slightly  lower  than  the 
Service  Reservoir  at  Staincliffe. 

“ Complaints  are  occasionally  received  with  reference  to 
the  slight  discoloration  of  the  water,  but  as  the  Council  on  y 
control  the  distribution  of  the  water  from  the  Service  Reservoir 
at  Staincliffe,  it  is  a matter  for  consideration  by  the  Dewsbury 
and  Heckmondwike  Joint  Water  Board. 

The  discoloration  referred  to  by  Mr.  Littlewood  is  due  to 
the  origin  of  the  water,  which  is  from  a peaty  upland  surface  area 
in  the  hills  previously  described. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  The  Snen  Beck  is  much  polluted  by 
dye  waters  and  trade  effluent.  The  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
Rivers  Board  exercises  control. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  In  addition  to  information  in 
previous  reports  and  on  pages  12  and  18  of  the  Annual  Report  for 
1925,  the  following  information  is  supplied,  for  which  I am 
indebted  to  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Littlewood:  — 

“ The  Surveyor  has-been  instructed  to  prepare  Rians  and 
Specifications  for  the  construction  of  Humus  Tanks  At  the 
present  time  the  effluent  from  the  Sprinklers  is  treated  bv  land 
filtration,  but  the  land  has  now  become  sewage  sick  and  very 
little  filtration  takes  place. 

“ It  is  hoped  to  make  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  sanction  for  Borrowing  Powers  in  connection  with  the  above 
early  in  the  New  Year. 

“ The  Sewerage  system  has  been  extended  along  Gomersal 
Road,  where  houses  of  a residential  character  and  shops-  are  m 
course  of  erection.” 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1926. 


No.  of  Privies 

with  open  Middens 

10 

No.  of  Pail  or 

Tub  Closets  ... 

...  3 

No.  of  Privies 

with  covered  Middens  ... 

52 

65 

No.  of  Water 

Closets 

...  2315 

No.  of  Waste 

Water  Closets 

...  154 

2469 

No.  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  reconstructed 
during  1926  : — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s  

(b)  Others 

No.  of  Privies  abolished 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  for  New  Houses,  1926, 
No.  of  additional  W .C.’s  provided  for  old  property 
in  1926  


No.  of  Through  W.Cs.  converted  to  modern  Type 


6 

None. 

2 

71 

13 

5 


Scavenging.  Refuse  removal  and  disposal  is  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Surveyor,  who  has  kindly  furnished  the  following 
observations : — 

Excellent  results  have  been  obtained  from  the  Refuse 
Instructor  during  the  year,  and  only  minor  repairs  to  steam 
piping  have  been  necessary. 

The  furnaces  have  been  closed  down  on  three  occasions  at 
holiday  times  for  flue  cleaning  and,  consequently,  very  little 
ashpit  refuse  has  been  taken  to  the  private  tip  on  New  North 
Road . 

At  the  present  time  there  is  no  demand  for  destructor 
clinker  and  the  whole  of  the  clinker  is  taken  to  the  tip. 

“ Difficulty  is  also  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  tins,  and 
there  is  a large  accumulation  of  this  unsightly  material  at  the 
destructor  works. 

Dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly.  In  connection  with  this 
■work  the  Council  employ  two  Eord  ton  wagons,  and  whereas 
formerly,  when  team  labour  was  employed,  complaints  were 
fairly  frequent,  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  during  the  year 
not  a single  complaint  with  reference  to  delay  in  the  removal  of 
refuse  from  dust  bins  was  received.” 
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DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

Loads  to  Destructor 
Loads  to  Tips 

Total  . 


3392 

36 


3428  loads 


The  loads  are  not  weighed  and  may  vary  in  amount  accord- 
ing to  circumstances. 


4 7 
1661 
194 
42 
20 


Total  Annual  Cost  of  Scavenging  £2212 
Number  of  Metal  Bins 
Number  of  Brick  Receptacles  ...  ••• 

Number  of  Middens 

Number  of  Defective  M^etal  Bins  renewed 
Number  of  Additional  Metal  Bins  pro- 
vided for  old  property  

Number  of  Metal  Bins  provided  for  new 
houses  ... 

21  Brick  Receptacles  have  been  replaced  bylOl 
Covered  Metal  Bins. 

5 Middens  have  been  replaced  by  13  Covered 
Metal  Bins. 


71 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  furnishes  the  following  particulars  in 
accordance  with  Article  19  (12)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order, 


NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Be  Nuisances 
,,  Offensive  Trades 
,,  Bakehouses  and  Restaurants 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops 

,,  Ice  Cream  ... 

,,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
,,  Common  Lodging  Houses  .. . 

,,  Slaughter  Houses  ... 


875 

55 

122 

81 

52 

75 

25 

266 


Total  ...  1551 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Choked  W.C.s. 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains  ... 

Defective  Privies  and  Pail  Closets 

Manure  Accumulations  ...  

Defective  Dry  Ashes  places 
Defective  Metal  Bins 
Insufficient  Metal  Bins  ... 

Defective  W.C.  Apparatus 


• • • 


♦ • • 


• . « 


• • • 


4 

19 

14 

21 

24 

13 

6 

6 
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Insufficient  W.C.  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Trough  W.C.s.  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Vent  Shafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total  ...  125 


Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1925  ...  33 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1926  ...  26 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1926  92 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  abated  during  1926  ...  ...  99 

Legal  Proceedings  None 


Smoke  Abatement.  The  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by 
smoke  has  formed  the  subject  of  discussion  by  the  Committee. 
It  is  regrettable  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was  not  able  to 
attend  the  special  course  arranged  on  smoke  abatement  to  be 
held  in  Leeds  in  accordance  with  the  CounciTs  resolution  of 
March,  1926.  Air.  Greenwood  was  informed,  I believe,  that  all 
places  were  filled  up.  No  special  action  lias  been  taken  against 
individuals  for  the  emission  of  dense  black  smoke  from  their 
chimneys,  but  if  observations  could  be  taken  and  the  results 
periodically  submitted  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  benefit 
should  result  to  the  community. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BY-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 


Offensive  Trades. 

Tallow  Melting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fat  Melting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tripe  Boiling  3 

Bone  Boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gut  Scraping  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fellmongering  1 


Common  Lodging  House.  There  is  one,  which  generally  is 
kept  in  good  condition. 

Schools.  The  Education  Authority  in  Heckmondwike  is 
the  West  Biding  County  Council.  It  is  assumed  the  “ sanitary 
condition  and  water  supply  of  schools,  especially  public  elemen- 
tary schools,”  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  School  Medical  Officer; 
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also  “ action  taken  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  and 
for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  (Memorandum 
on  Closure  of  and  Exclusion  from  School,  1925),”  will  have  re- 
ceived any  attention  which  might  be  required  from  the  same 
officer.  No  action  has  been  taken  or  become  necessary  so  tar 
as  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  concerned. 

The  opening  of  a School  Clinic  at  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment is  a long-felt  want,  and  many  scholars  are  receiving  bene- 
fit therefrom.  The  County  Education  Committee  are  tenams  o± 
the  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council  in  respect  ot  this 

Clinic. 


HOUSING. 

Mr.  Littlewood,  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  has  kindly  furn- 
ished the  following  remarks: — 

“ On  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  at  the  Stubley  Earm 
Estate,  there  are  32  ‘ B ’ type  houses,  and  68  ‘ A ’ type  houses 
occupied;  the  remaining  34  ‘ A ’ type,  which  will  complete  the 
Scheme,  are  in  course  of  erection,  and  will  be  completed  before 
next  August. 

“ Erom  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  since  1919,  for  houses 
built  and  in  course  of  erection  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the 
rate  for  Heckmondwike  is  15,  as  compared  with  Dewsbury  11, 
Batley  9,  Spenboro’  9. 

“ ln  July,  1925,  the  Council’s  application  to  the  Ministry 
for  sanction  to  borrow  £600  for  the  formation  and  equipment 
of  a Children’s  Playground,  and  the  construction  of  three  hard 
Tennis  Courts  in  the  Recreation  Ground,  was  granted. 

“ The  work  was  put  in  hand  immediately.  The  Playground 
has  been  made,  and  £160  worth  of  Playground  Equipment 
suitable  for  young  children,  has  been  ordered.  Hie  three  hard 
Tennis  Courts  are  also  completed  and  have  been  in  use  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

“ It  is  with  pleasure  that  one  records  a further  gift  of  land 
for  a Children’s  Playground,  adjoining  the  Recreation  Ground, 
by  Sir  Algernon  E.  Eirth,  Bart.,  of  Scriven  Park,  Knaresboro  . 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 
under  (b))  ... 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  


62 

56 

56 

Nil 


• • • 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

• ^ 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  . 68 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing- 
Act,  1925:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ... 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 


39 

None 

None 

None 

Hone 


1 

None 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925: — 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  


None 

None 

None 

None 

None 


ANNUAL  BEPOBT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICEB  OF 
HEALTH  FOB  THE  YEAB  1926,  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Heckmondwike,  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

I Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector 

of  Nuisances: — 


Number  of 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory 
Laundries)  ... 

Workshops  (including  Work- 
shop Laundries)  

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers' premises)  

47 

Nil 

Nil 

159 

Nil 

Nil 

36 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  

242 

Nil 

Nil 
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2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars. 

1 Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

. 

Overcrowding 

... 



Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

: — 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Sanitary 
Accommoda-  - 

Insufficient. 
Unsuitable  or 
Defective. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

tion: — Not  separate 

(for  sexes. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakehouse  (S.  .101)  ... 

Other  Offences: — 

[Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Works-hops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921] 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (S.  131)  at  December  31st, 
Plasterers 
Rag  Sorting 
Boot  Repairing 
Hairdressers 
Breadmaking 

Millinery  and  Dressmaking  ... 

Tailoring 

Waste  Sorting  ... 

Plumbing  and  Electricians 

Joiners,  Cabinet  Makers,  Wood  Carvers  and 
Upholsterers 


1926. 

3 
27 

4 
7 
7 

5 
2 
1 
5 

4 
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Tinplate  Working- 
Watch  Repairing 
Painters 
Rug  Making 
Saddlery 

Basket  Making  ... 
Wheelwright 
'Restaurant  Kitchens 
Various 


2 

3 

4 
1 
3 
1 
1 
3 
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❖ 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply.  The  particulars  respecting  the  milk 
supply  of  Heckmondwike  are  described  on  pages  26  to  d0  ^ 
the  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1925  The  conditions 
durino-  1926  were  similar.  No  milk  is  produced  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Resignations)  Order,  1923,  within  the  Urban  District, 
but  certified  milk  is  obtainable,  the  price  charged  being  b . per 
pint  during  the  winter,  and  4d.  during  the  summer.  It  would  be 
advantageous  if  the  necessary  notices  which  are  authorised  by  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  in  respect  of  the.  structural  con- 
ditions  of  cowsheds,  could  be  served,  as  in  certain  instances  the 
notices  do  not  become  operative  until  eighteen  months  since 
service  has  elapsed. 


No.  of  Cowsheds 

Milch  Cows  (Approximate  No.)  

No.  of  Cowkeepers 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  who  are  also  Milk  Purveyors 
No.  of  Milk  Purveyors  only  ... 

No.  of  Dairies  on  Register 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Cowsheds 

No.  of  Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  


6 

60 

3 

2 

23 

8 

23 

56 


23 


The  quarterly  reports  of  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Inspector 
are  as  follows: — 


Dr.  Pearce, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Heckmondwike. 


Batley, 

March  31st,  1926. 


I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Report  of  In- 
spections during  the  present  month  of  Milk  Cows  in  your  area. 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows,  particularly  Hunter’s  and 
Hodgson  s,  very  satisfactory.  Cows  at  the  other  Byre  not  so 
full  of  flesh. 

At  no  Byre  did  I detect  anything  wrong  with  the  Udders. 

During  the  3 months  I have  had  under  the  1925  Tuberculosis 
Order  a cow  at  Hunter’s  and  Lund’s  slaughtered;  both  proved  on 
post-mortem  Tubercular  (Advanced) , Pleura,  Peritoneum, 
Mesenteric. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


30th  June,  1926. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Report  of  the 
Inspection  of  Milk  Cows  in  your  Area  during  this  Month. 

The  general  condition  of  the  cows,  with  the  exception  of 
two  (Cawley  Farm),  quite  satisfactory. 

The  two  cows  at  Cawley  Farm,  low  in  condition,  but  no 
definite  clinical  signs  of  Tuberculosis. 

From  a Tubercular  point  of  view  I am  satisfied  with  the 
cows’  udders. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  forward  a sample  of  milk  fo 
the  Laboratory  nor  have  I had  a case  this  Quarter  in  your  Area 
under  the  1925  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


September  30th,  1926. 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Report  of  the 
Inspection  of  Milk  Cows  in  the  Heckmondwike  Council  Area 
during  this  month.  The  general  condition  of  the  cows 
(although  broken  in  coat  due  to  being  out  at  grass)  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  two  cows  at  Cawley  Farm,  mentioned  in  my  June 
Report,  are  greatly  improved  in  condition;  a late  purchase 


24 


(Alderney),  a breed  usually  light  in  flesh,  is  very  thin,  but  appar- 
ently healthy.  At  Stubley  Farm  a Feloned  Quarter  with  slight 
haemorrhage  discolouring  the  milk,  I am  satisfied  the  secretion  is 
not  used,  but  is  destroyed.  I have  not  forwarded  a sample  of 
milk  to  the  Laboratory,  and  we  have  had  no  case  reported  under 
the  Tuberculosis  (1925)  Order  during  the  last  three  months. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


December  31st,  1926. 

* 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  my  Report  of  the 
Inspection  of  Milk  Cows  in  Heckmondwike  Area  during  December 
month.  The  general  condition  of  the  cows,  now  stall-fed,  quite 
satisfactory. 

The  cows  at  Cawley  Farm  in  comparison  with  the  other  two 
herds  rather  low  in  flesh,  the  cows  appear  healthy  and  I failed 
to  find  clinical  signs  of  Tuberculosis  or  a wasting  disease.  The 
cows'  udders  from  a Tubercular  point  of  view  satisfy  me. 

No  case  to  warrant  me  in  forwarding  to  the  Laboratory  a 
sample  of  milk  for  microscopical  examination,  and  we  have  had 
no  Bovine  in  your  area  reported  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  January  3rd, 
1927,  a letter  was  read  from  the  University  of  Leeds  with  refer- 
ence to  a course  for  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Hygiene  of  Milk 
Production  to  be  held  at  the  University,  when  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  be  authorised  to  attend  the  course. 


(b)  Meat,  etc.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Meat 
Inspector  and  Markets  Inspector.  He  reports  monthly  to  the 
Sanitary  Committee  upon  his  work  as  Meat  Inspector.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  on  various  occasions  during  the 
year,  examined  carcases  and  organs  in  slaughter  houses  when 
doubt  arose  as  to  whether  there  was  disease  or  otherwise.  Full 
particulars  respecting  slaughter  houses  and  conditions  therein 
are  given  on  pages  30  to  32  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1925  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Inspector  reports: — 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  287 

Number  of  Begular  Notices  of  Slaughter  received  ...  55 
Number  of  Occasional  Notices  of  Slaughter  received  711 


Total  ...  766 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Animals  Slaughtered 

Carcases  Inspected. 

Cattle 

903 

853 

Sheep 

2601 

2430 

Swine 

1136 

957 

Other  (Calves) 

70 

63 

4710 

4303 

UNSOUND  MEAT 

SURRENDERED 

AND  DESTROYED. 

Carcases  and  Offal  of 

Two  Beasts  Tuberculosis  1528 

Two  Forequarters  and  whole  of 

organs  of  Beast  Do 338 

Carcases  and  Offal  of  4 Pigs  Do.  442 

Heads  of  11  Pigs  Do.  ...  172 

Livers,  Lungs,  etc.,  of  17  Pigs  Do ...  113 

74i  Beasts’  Livers  Fluke  1180 

22  Sheep  Livers  Do.  491 

Carcases  of  2 Sheep  Not  properly  bled  ...  130 

Six  Pigs’  Livers  Cirrhosis  ...  ...  28 


3980^ 


Special  attention  is  given  to  Ice  Cream  preparation  and 
premises  where  this  is  done. 

Once  more  I suggest  the  desirability  of  steps  ’ emg  ta1  en  t 
adopt  by-laws  for  the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  Fish  Fryer. 
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Several  Smallpox  contacts  have  been  kept  under  observation 
but  we  have  got  through  the  year  without  the  occurrence  of  any 
case,  it  is  worthy  ot  remark  that  no  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified.  There  were  only  eleven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  all  mild 
in  type.  One  case  of  Fuerperal  Fever  was  notified  from  the 
Maternity  Home,  and  was  removed  to  Dewsbury  Infirmary, 
recovery  following.  As  an  illustration  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  notification  of  Pneumonia  extends  the  fact  is  that  four  cases 
were  notified,  but  according  to  the  Registrar- General’s  returns 
there  were  twelve  deaths  from  this  disease  during  1926.  None  of 
the  four  notified  cases  died.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  available  for 
use  by  practitioners  if  applied  for,  the  Council  paying  the  cost. 
Bacteriological  and  Pathological  specimens  are  examined  by  Dr. 
Sutherland  at  the  County  Council  Laboratory,  Wakefield.  The 
number  during  1926  is  as  follows: — Sputum  5,  Diphtheria  2, 
Ringworm  3. 

It  has  not  been  practicable  to  make  any  use  of  the  Schick 
and  Dick  tests  in  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  or 
of  the  recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immunisation 
against  these  diseases.  Should  the  occasion  arise,  use  would 
be  made  of  this  recent  addition  to  our  knowledge. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  not  had  the  opportunity 
of  performing  primary  or  re- vaccinations  under  the  Public  Health 
(Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 

N on-nc$ifiable  acute  infectious  diseases  during  the  six  years 
1921  to  1926  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  through  intimation  principally  received  from  the 
Council’s  Health  Visitor,  who  is  also  the  School  Nurse.  Teachers 
and  the  Attendance  Officer  have  also  given  useful  information. 
In  all  known  cases,  the  homes  of  patients  are  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitor,  instructions  are  given,  verbally  and  by  printed 
pamphlet,  and  the  usual  procedure  followed  with  the  object  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection  and  obtaining  the  best  nurs- 
ing conditions  for  the  patients.  Unfortunately  there  are  no 
facilities  for  hospital  accommodation  for  non-notifiable  diseases 
where  the  home  circumstances  are  such  as  to  make  removal  of 
the  patient  desirable.  This  has  been  often  previously  referred  to 
and  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Council. 
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Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

Visits. 

Measles. 

1926 

5 

16 

1925 

211 

538 

1924 

74 

190 

1923 

30 

90 

1922 

57 

173 

1921 

Nil 

20 

Whooping  Cough. 

1926 

24 

77 

1925 

52 

207 

1924 

5 

17 

1923 

46 

137 

1922 

25 

73 

1921 

Nil 

12 

Mumps. 

1926 

28 

66 

1925 

9 

26 

1924 

51 

159 

1923 

Nil 

Nil 

1922 

2 

6 

1921 

Nil 

Nil 

Chicken  Pox. 

1926 

93 

103 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation.  Disinfection  of  premises  is 
performed  by  fumigation  and  spraying  with  formaldehyde. 
Where  necessary,  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  are  sent  to 
the  steam  disinfector  at  Batley,  a charge  being  made  upon  the 
Heckmondwike  Council  by  the  Batley  Corporation  for  such  ser- 
vices. 
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YEARS  1923,  1925,  1925  and  1926. 


Table  shewing  relationship  between  domestic  conditions 
of  persons  under  15,  and  incidence  of  notifiable  disease. 


Notifiable 

diseases 


Small  Pox 

Cholera (C)  Plague  (P) 
Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria 
Typhus  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Para  Typhoid  B 
Pneumonia  ... 
Relapsing  Fever 
Malaria 
Dysentery 
Continued  Fever 
Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro-Spinal 
Meningitis 
Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 
Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis 
Encephalitis 
Lethargica 


Less  than  1 

1 to  2 persons 

More  than  2 

person  per  room 

per  room 

persons  per  room 

Previously 

Attacked 

Not 

Previously 

Attacked 

Previously 

Attacked 

Not 

Previously 

Attacked 

Previously 

Attacked 

Not 

Previously 

Attacked 

... 

1 

... 

6 

• • • 

* • • 

2 

ii 

25 

14 

• « • 

... 

i 

... 

*2 

• • • 

0 • • 

* • • 

• • • 

• • t 

... 

1 

... 

9 

• • • 

• • « 

9 

. • • 

3 

12 

10 

... 

» • . 

... 

8 

2 

... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• « * 

• • • 
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YEARS  1923 — 1924 — 1925  - 1926 

A-btack  rates  per  thousand  persons  under  15,  not  known  to 
have  had  a previous  attack. 


Notifiable 

Diseases. 

Less  than  1 
person  per  room. 

1 to  2 persons 
per  room. 

More  than  2 
persons  per  room. 

Small  Pox  

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P)... 
Diphtheria  (including 

— 

— 

— 

Membranous  Croup)  ... 

01 

0-6 

0-2 

Erysipelas  

— 





Scarlet  Eever  

Scarlet  Fever  and 

1-2 

2-8 

1-5 

Diphtheria  

, . 

- 

— 

Typhus  Fever  

. 

_ 

— 

Enteric  Fever  







Para  Typhoid  B 



- . 

- - 

Pneumonia  

01 

0-2 



Relapsing  Fever 

■ ■ - - 

Malaria  





Dysentery  

. 

_____ 

- - - 

Continued  Fever 

_ __ 



Puerperal  Fever 
Cerebro-Spinal 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis  

. 

_____ 

■ . - 

Poliomyelitis  

Ophthalmia 

— 

— 

. 

Neonatorum  

Pulmonary 

0T 

1*0 

10 

Tuberculosis  

Other  Forms  of 

0-3 

1-3 

11 

Tuberculosis  

Encephalitis 

— 

09 

02 

Lethargica  

— 

r 

These  tables  are  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion 
in  Circular  540  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Owing  to  the  small 
number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in  Heckmondwike 
during  1923,  1924,  1925  and  1926  the  figures  are  few  and  of  little 
importance.  The  table  will  be  added  to  year  by  year  and  its 
utility  will  be  shown  in  the  future. 


31 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES. 

Treated. 

Year. 

Notified. 

At 

In 

Home. 

Hospital. 

1914 

1 

1 

None 

1915 

2 

2 

None 

1916 

3 

3 

None 

1917 

1 

1 

None 

1913 

2 

2 

None 

1919 

5 

5 

None 

1920 

7 

7 

None 

1921 

4 

4 

None 

1922 

5 

5 

None 

1923 

3 

3 

None 

1924 

5 

4 

1 

1925 

4 

4 

None 

1926 

ff 

' 

6 

1 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Death. 

1 

None 

None 

None 

2 

None 

None 

None 

3 

None 

None 

None 

1 

None 

None 

None 

2 

None 

None 

None 

5 

None 

None 

None 

7 

None 

None 

None 

4 

None 

None 

None 

5 

None 

None 

None 

3 

None 

None 

None 

5 

None 

None 

None 

4 

None 

None 

None 

4 

1 

None 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  1926 


125 

CD 

3 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

__ 

_ 





1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

10 

1 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

20 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

1 

2 

' — 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

- — 

45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

55 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

* — - 

Totals  ... 

7 

6 

1 

— 

4 

8 

1 

• — 
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Table  showing  relationship  between  date  of  notification  and 
date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Heckmondwike  who  were  certified 
to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between  January  1st,  1913,  and 
December  31st,  1925.  It  is  a guide  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are  observed  by 
medical  practitioners : — 


Death  before  notification  9 
Death  1 month,  or  under, 


after  notification  ...  8 

Death  2 months  after  ...  3 

Death  3 months  after  ...  1 

Death  4 months  after  ...  5 

Death  5 months  after  ...  3 


Death  6 months  after  ...  2 

Death  7 months  after  ...  2 

Death  8 months  after  ...  Nil. 
Death  9 months  after  ...  1 

Death  10  months  after  ...  1 

Death  11  months  after  ...  Nil. 
Death  12  months  and  over  17 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1926  was  5 to  13  or  38-4%. 

The  Regulations  respecting  notification  of  Tuberculosis  are 
not  strictly  observed  by  practitioners,  as  the  table  shows.  The 
County  Council  is  the  Authority  for  the  treatment  of  the  disease. 

The  following  particulars  are  of  interest.  They  show  the 
conditions  under  which  those  persons  who  have  been  unfortunate 
enough  to  contract  Tuberculosis  are  compelled  to  live.  The 
remarkable  thing  is  that  comparatively  so  few  persons  suffer 
from  the  disease  in  view  of  the  conditions  shown.  It  is  an 
additional  sidelight  upon  the  housing  of  the  people  of  Heck- 
mondwike, although  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  Heckmondwike 
is  worse  than  elsewhere.  The  whole  question  is  a national  one. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925, 

and 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  ,1925,  SECTION  62. 

These  were  briefly  explained  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1925. 
No  action  in  respect  of  either  has  been  called  for  during  1926.  The 
Council  is  recommended  to  adopt  those  portions  of  this  Act  which  are 

adoptive. 


HEALTH  WEEK. 


The  Council  organised  one  on  lines  followed  in  the  case  of 
the  two  previous  years.  Lectures,  cinema  films,  an  exhibition, 
a play  by  scholars  and  other  incidentals  all  dealing  with  health 
matters  were  very  well  attended,  about  3,000  persons  turning  up. 
Dr.  Houldsworth  (Chairman  of  the  Council),  Councillor  B.  G. 
Crowther  (Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee)  and  Councillor 
T.  Crowther,  together  with  other  members  of  the  Council,  were 
prominent  in  rendering  assistance  and  much  of  the  success  of 
the  function  wTas  due  to  considerable  work  done  by  Sister  Shorter, 
Health  Visitor,  and  Mr.  A.  K.  Greenwood,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  once  again  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  manner  in  which  my  recommendations  are  invariably 
received  by  the  Council.  We  are  usually  in  agreement  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  work  with  a public  body  whose  members,  so  far 
as  I am  aware,  are  at  all  times  desirous  of  improving  the 
health  and  amenities  of  the  town  they  are  elected  to  govern. 

G.  H.  PEARCE,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


March,  1927. 
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